
Medical Assistance EHR Incentive Program 

TIP SHEET 
DEFINITIONS 

 

 
 

PROCESS PAYMENT YEAR 1 PAYMENT YEAR 2 
CMS R&A – www.cms.gov/ehrincentiveprograms 
 
Register at the CMS Registration & Attestation Website: 
https://ehrincentives.cms.gov/hitech/login.action 
 
Information needed: 

This is the first step for the 
first year you participate 

If already registered in a 
previous program year, go 
directly to the PA MAPIR 
application and do not go 

back into the CMS R&A 
site. 

EP                                                 

 NPI number 

 NPPES User ID & 
password 

 Payee Tax ID #                        

 Payee NPI # 
 

EH 

 CCN 

 NPI number 

 Hospital Tax ID # 
 
 

For assistance at the CMS R&A or CMS I&A, please call 
CMS Support Center at 1-888-734-6433. 

PROMISeTM – https://promise.dpw.state.pa.us 
 
Create an Individual PROMISe™ Account for the EP – this 
is where the link to the MAPIR location will be located.  
 
For EHs, the person applying for the hospital needs to be 
signed up as an alternate for the Hospital’s PROMISe™ 
account. 
 

This step is not necessary if 
the individual EP already 
has a PROMISe™ account 

This is only necessary if an 
account isn’t already in 

place. 

PROGRAM YEAR 

•CMS and Pennsylvania launched the EHR Incentive Programs in 2011. This is considered the 
first program year.  For Eligible Professionals (EPs) the program year is based on the calendar 
year (January – December) and for Eligible Hospitals (EHs) the program year is based on the 
Federal Fiscal Year (October – September).  As of October 1, 2011, Program Year 2 started 
for EHs. 

PAYMENT/ 

PARTICIPATION YEAR  

•The payment/participation years are very similar and normally the same.  Every year a 
provider receives a payment for the incentive program, it is considered a payment year.  This 
is also a participation year.  The only time the two would be different is when an application 
is denied due to not meeting program requirements.  In this case it is consdered a 
participation year but not a payment year.  So if an EH received a payment in the 2011 
Federal Fiscal Year, that is their first payment/participation year.  

http://www.cms.gov/ehrincentiveprograms
https://ehrincentives.cms.gov/hitech/login.action
https://promise.dpw.state.pa.us/


For assistance with PROMISe related issues such as 

registering, logging in, setting up alternate users and etc. 

please call PROMISe Support at 1-800-248-2152. 

Medical Assistance Provider Incentive Repository - 
MAPIR 
 
Complete the Pennsylvania MAPIR application – the link 
to MAPIR is located in the individual EP’s or Hospital’s 
PROMISe™ Account 
Information needed: 

This is a necessary step to 
apply for the incentive 

payment 

This step needs to be 
completed every payment 
year – EHs will only submit 
cost data the first payment 

year  

EP                                              

 CMS EHR Cert. ID #                

 Dates for 90-day 
Medical Assistance 
(MA) volume 

 MA encounter 
volume  

 Out-of-State MA 
encounters                              

 Total encounter 
volume       

EH 

 CMS EHR Cert. ID # 

 Dates for 90 day MA 
volume  

 MA discharges/ED visits 

 Out-of-State MA 
discharges/ED visits                              

 Total discharges 

 Total inpatient MA bed 
days 

 Total Charges – All 
Discharges 

 Total Charges – Charity 
Care 

For assistance with the MAPIR application please visit 
www.pamahealthit.org for the Provider Manual & FAQS 
or email us at ra-mahealthit@pa.gov. 

 

 

 

TIPS PROGRAM YEAR 1 PROGRAM YEAR 2 
GRACE PERIOD – The grace period extends the amount of 
time an EP & EH has to submit an application for the 
previous Program Year. Pennsylvania’s grace period is 90 
days.   

For EHs, Program Year 1 
ended on Sept. 30, 2011, 
but EHs could still submit 

an application through Dec. 
30th for Program Year 1.  

This option is now closed 
for EHs.  For EPs, Program 

Year 1 ends on Dec. 31, 
2011 but EPs have until 

March 31, 2012 to submit 
an application for Program 

Year 1.  

For EHs, Program Year 2 
began Oct. 1, 2011.  For 
EPs, Program Year 2 will 
begin on Jan. 3, 2012 at 

which time EPs can apply 
for Program Year 2 or opt 
to apply through the grace 
period for Program Year 1.  
If choosing Program Year 1, 

use MA patient volume 
from 2010 and if applying 

for Program Year 2, use MA 
patient volume from 2011. 

Medical Assistance (MA) PATIENT VOLUME – When 
calculating MA patient volume for EPs use the previous 
calendar year, and for EHs use the previous hospital fiscal 
year 

For Program Year 1 (2011), 
use 90 consecutive days 
from 2010 (EPs) and July 

2010 – June 2011 (EHs with 
a 7/1-6/30 fiscal year) 

For Program Year 2 (2012) 
EPs would use 90 

consecutive days from 
2011 and until 7/1/12 EHs 
use July 2010 – June 2011 
(EHs with a 7/1-6/30 fiscal 

year) 

http://www.pamahealthit.org/


Meaningful Use (MU) ATTESTATION –When choosing the 
MU attestation period, it is important to note that EPs are 
required to report on at least 90 or 365 continuous days 
(depending participation year) from the current program 
year (calendar year) and EHs are required to report on at 
least 90 or 365 continuous days (depending participation 
year) from the current program year (Federal Fiscal year). 

EPs were required to attest 
to AIU for program year 1 

and dually eligible Hospitals 
submitted MU attestation 

through CMS 

EPs have the option to 
attest to AIU or 90 days of 
MU attestation in program 

year 2.  Dually eligible 
hospitals still attest to MU 

through CMS first. 

MAPIR APPLICATION DASHBOARD (see ex. below) – 
Beginning January 3, the MAPIR application will display a 
dashboard that will show all of your applications and will 
show which options you currently have available to you. 

This dashboard was not 
available in program year 

1. 

All applications beginning 
on Jan. 3, 2012 will display 

this dashboard. It is 
important that the data 

you provide on your 
application corresponds to 
the program year chosen. 

 

 

 


